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Executive Summary

Efficient management of accounting periods is a critical aspect of modern ERP systems, ensuring accurate financial reporting and compliance. In the
context of Oracle NetSuite, the accounting periods feature provides robust controls for period open/close cycles, including specialized fields (such as
Closed and Locked flags) and tools to enforce period locking. This report delves deeply into how NetSuite exposes accounting periods to SuiteScript
— the platform’s JavaScript-based scripting framework — focusing on the usage of search.create to query period records, the semantics of the
Closed field, and the mechanisms of period locking. We examine the architecture of NetSuite’'s accounting period records, the SuiteScript APIs for
accessing them (including searching and record loading), and the downstream effects on transaction posting. Historical context (e.g. the evolution of
OneWorld subsidiary locking features), quantitative data on ERP adoption and close cycle metrics, as well as expert commentary and case examples
are included to provide a comprehensive view. For example, NetSuite’s own documentation emphasizes that closing a period “prevents posting to the
general ledger for any dates included in the period” [36] , while industry research indicates that disciplined period locking can cut monthly close
times dramatically [30] . This report synthesizes official documentation [33] [36] [51] , technical guides [32] [42] , industry blogs [30]
[45] , and community discussions to present an in-depth perspective on NetSuite accounting period handling in SuiteScript.

Introduction

NetSuite is a leading cloud-based ERP solution, serving over 40,000 organizations worldwide (Source: www.ekwaniconsulting.com) across diverse
industries. Since its founding (and subsequent acquisition by Oracle in 2016), NetSuite has continuously expanded its financial management
capabilities. A core component of its financial framework is the Accounting Periods feature, which allows organizations to define fiscal calendars and

control transaction posting via open/close status. An effective period close process is vital for ensuring accurate, audited financial statements;

however, closing periods remains one of the most labor-intensive recurring tasks for corporate finance teams (Source: www.stockton10.com).
According to industry analysis, advanced ERP users invest heavily in automation (custom scripts, workflows, dashboards) to streamline month-end
close and enforce controls (Source: www.stockion10.com) (Source: www.ekwaniconsulting.com).
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SuiteScript — NetSuite’s JavaScript customization platform — provides programmatic access to accounting periods. Developers can use SuiteScript to
query and manipulate period records, enabling custom workflows (e.g. automated close checklists, period status reporting) and integrations. In
SuiteScript 2., the N/search module’s search.create function can retrieve accounting period records, filtering and extracting fields such as the
period name, start/end dates, and status flags (e.g. Closed, Locked). Additionally, SuiteScript's record.load API can load a specific period record to
read its values (Source: docs.oracle.com). Understanding how these APIs work with accounting period data — particularly the meanings of the Closed
field and associated lock flags — is crucial for developers building financial processes in NetSuite.

This report provides a thorough analysis of NetSuite’s accounting period model and its SuiteScript interfaces:

« We begin with background on accounting periods in NetSuite: how fiscal calendars are defined, what “open” vs “locked” vs “closed” mean, and
the relevant system fields. Official documentation highlights that locking a period (for A/P, A/R, payroll, etc.) is a pre-close activity, whereas
closing a period permanently disallows further postings (Source: docs.oracle.com) (Source: docs.oracle.com).

« Next, we examine SuiteScript access to periods. We cover SuiteScript 1.0 vs 2.x record types, how search.create can be used with the
accountingperiod record type, and how to interpret key fields. We review example code and strategies for searching open or closed periods.

« We then dive into the Closed field specifically: what it represents, how it's named and exposed, and how it differs from various locked flags (A/P
locked, A/R locked, All Locked, etc.). We reference both official references and real-world discussions to clarify nuances.

« The period locking feature is analyzed in depth. We explain how NetSuite OneWorld introduced per-subsidiary period locking (2018) [22] ,
describe the Ul icons and workflows (padlocks, clocks) for period locking, and contrast locked vs closed periods. Historical context and changes

over releases are discussed.

« Case examples and data are integrated. For instance, a consultancy guide describes how enforcing a disciplined period locking process

reduced a telecom client’s close duration by 40% (Source: www.stockton10.com). We also present relevant industry statistics on ERP usage and
close-cycle performance (Source: www.ekwaniconsulting.com) (Source: www.stockton10.com).

« Finally, we discuss implications and future directions, such as automating period tasks using SuiteScript, new NetSuite features (Al-driven
alerts, tighter compliance plugins), and best practices for managing global, multicurrency, and multi-book period closes.

Throughout, we include tables (e.g. summarizing key accounting period fields and statuses) and cite sources extensively to support every point.

Accounting Periods in NetSuite: Concept and Implementation

Overview of Accounting Periods

An accounting period in NetSuite defines a span of time (e.g. a month, quarter, year) used for financial reporting. By default, NetSuite can post
transactions immediately by date, but when the Accounting Periods feature is enabled, users choose a specific posting period for transactions. Each
posted transaction is then associated with that period’s fiscal calendar. Organizations typically configure accounting periods to align with their fiscal
year (which may differ by subsidiary in multi-national setups). NetSuite OneWorld supports multiple fiscal calendars, allowing subsidiaries to have
different fiscal start and end dates (Source: docs.oracle.com).

NetSuite’'s Manage Accounting Periods page (Ul path: Setup > Accounting > Manage Accounting Periods) shows all periods in a hierarchical tree
(years, quarters, months). A period record has fields like Period Name, Start Date, End Date, etc. When Multi-Book Accounting is used, each period

may have separate status per accounting book (advanced feature not detailed here) (Source: docs.oracle.com).

As the Oracle help documents note, accounting periods are not just bookkeeping convenience; they “organize report, search, and key performance
indicator data by periods to simplify financial review and analysis” (Source: docs.oracle.com). Crucially, NetSuite enforces controls around period
status:

« Open periods allow normal transactions.

« Locked periods (A/P locked, A/R locked, payroll locked, All Locked) restrict certain transactions.

« Closed periods disallow posting new transactions altogether, effectively freezing the ledger for that time (Source: docs.oracle.com) (Source:
docs.oracle.com).NetSuite’s documentation explains that closing a period is essentially finalizing it: “Changing its status from Open to Closed
indicates that posting transactions for the period have been completed. This status prevents posting to the general ledger for any dates included
in the period, by anyone” (Source: docs.oracle.com). In effect, once closed, the period is frozen. Before that, a series of lock tasks can be
performed (lock A/P, lock A/R, etc.) to pre-close the period, allowing preparatory adjustments and reconciliations.
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Historical Context

Originally, NetSuite’s period close was global to the account. In 2018, NetSuite introduced Per-Subsidiary Accounting Period Locking for OneWorld
accounts (Source: www.netsuiterp.com). This allowed period locks to be applied at the subsidiary level rather than across the entire company. The
per-subsidiary feature provides more granular control in multi-subsidiary organizations. The netSuiteRP blog explains: “Locking is now done per
subsidiary. If we lock the parent subsidiary will it lock the child subsidiaries? Locking is how done per subsidiary” (Source: www.netsuiterp.com). Ul
icons indicate the lock status per subsidiary: a padlock icon shows a subsidiary has been locked, whereas a clock icon indicates work has started
but not completed (Source: www.netsuiterp.com).

Accounting Period Record Structure and Fields

The accountingperiod record in SuiteScript (internal ID accountingperiod ) encompasses the core data of each period. A summary of key fields
(with their internal IDs) is shown below, synthesized from the SuiteScript Records Browser and help documents:

FIELD LABEL INTERNAL ID TYPE DESCRIPTION

Period Name periodname Text Name of the period (e.g. “Jan 2024"). Unique per fiscal calendar.

Start Date startdate Date Beginning date of the period (inclusive).

End Date enddate Date Last date of the period (inclusive).

Date Closed closedondate Date Date when the period was marked as closed.

Inactive isinactive Checkbox If checked, the period is inactive (not used).

AIP Locked aplocked Checkbox Indicates if Accounts Payable (A/P) is locked for this period.

AIR Locked arlocked Checkbox Indicates if Accounts Receivable (A/R) is locked.

Payroll Locked payrolllocked Checkbox Indicates if Payroll transactions are locked.

All Locked alllocked Checkbox (Ul label "All Closed") True when all lock tasks (AP, AR, Payroll) are done.
Closed closed Checkbox (Ul label "All Closed") True if period is fully closed.

Allow Non-G/L If checked, users with special permission can enter non-GL transactions
Changes allownonglchanges Checkbox after close.

The closed field deserves emphasis: it essentially flags whether the period is closed. According to Oracle’s schema, when closed = true, the
period is considered fully closed (no new postings allowed) (Source: docs.oracle.com). The closedondate records the timestamp of when it was
closed. The field alllocked (often labeled “All Closed” in the Ul) indicates that the preliminary lock tasks (A/P, A/R, etc.) have all been completed. In
older documentation, “All Locked” was used; in more recent Ul it appears as “All Closed” but refers to locking tasks completed (Source:
www.netsuite.com). The fields aplocked, arlocked, and payrolllocked correspond to specific lock tasks in the period close checklist (Source:
docs.oracle.com). These fields together allow scripts and searches to determine a period’s status.

Following are a few of these fields in context (valid for SuiteScript, REST Web Services, etc.):

« closed (Checkbox)— Form “All Closed”. True if the period is closed; prevents any posting transactions in that period (Source: docs.oracle.com).
« closedondate (Date) — Form “Date Closed”. The date the period was closed.
e aplocked (Checkbox)— Form “A/P Closed”. True if the period’s Accounts Payable is locked.

« arlocked (Checkbox)— Form “A/R Closed”. True if Accounts Receivable is locked.
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« payrolllocked (Checkbox)— Form “Payroll Closed”. True if payroll is locked.
o alllocked (Checkbox)— Form “All Closed”. According to schema, indicates whether all lock tasks are complete (Source: www.netsuite.com).

« allownonglchanges (Checkbox) — Form “Allow Non-G/L Changes”. If checked (and if the user has the proper permission), certain non-GL
transactions (e.g. Expense Reports with a GL account) can be entered in the period even after it is closed (Source: www.netsuite.com).

These field names can be used in SuiteScript searches and records. For storage, older ODBC/analytics schema indicate columns like locked_all or
closed_on that correspond to these fields (Source: www.netsuite.com). For example, the ODBC schema shows locked_all VARCHAR(3)
(“Whether all locked”) and locked_accounts_payable VARCHAR(3) for AP locked (Source: www.netsuite.com). In SuiteScript 2.x, these are simply
boolean checkbox fields identified by their internal IDs (e.g. closed, aplocked, etc.).

Workflow: Lock vs. Close

NetSuite enforces a sequence of period-closing activities. As described in the Accounting Period Close help topic, to officially close a period one
must first complete all lock tasks. The period close checklist Ul requires that tasks like Lock AIP, Lock AIR, Lock Payroll (if payroll is enabled), and a
final Lock All task (“Lock All GL accounts”) are done in order, followed by any adjustment tasks (Source: docs.oracle.com). Only after these are
finished can the period status be set to Closed.

In summary (based on NetSuite documentation):

« Locking tasks (A/P, A/IR, Payroll, All) are the pre-close checklist. They “lock” transactions so that only certain accounting entries can be made
(usually adjustments). According to Oracle: “Periods can be locked to prevent the posting of transactions that affect the general ledger. The
locking... provides a pre-closed state that permits the balancing of a period’s financials before closing” (Source: docs.oracle.com).

« When AIP, AIR, and (if applicable) Payroll locks are performed, NetSuite checks that the subsidiary’s GL can be reconciled. Once all preliminary
locks are done, one can proceed to final adjustments and review.

« Closing the period (All Closed) is the final step: “Closing an accounting period means changing its status from Open to Closed... This status
prevents posting to the general ledger for any dates included in the period, by anyone” (Source: docs.oracle.com). Essentially, no further postings
can be made.

The difference can be summarized: Locking restricts new postings to certain ledgers to preserve the integrity of initial balances, whereas Closing
disables all new postings entirely (except possibly override scenarios). This distinction is often a source of confusion for new users (Source:
community.oracle.com). Officially, once locked tasks are complete, users see the “Lock All” icon become active; after that, they mark the Close task

(period closed) to finalize.

Use of Accounting Periods in Transactions

From the user’s perspective, when creating transactions (invoices, bills, JEs, etc.), NetSuite normally defaults the Posting Period to the current open
period (based on transaction date). However, users can override this to select any open period (if allowed). The posting period influences reporting
and the GL date of the entry. Once a posting period is closed, transactions cannot be posted in it (unless a user has override permission). If a
transaction’s date falls outside any open period, NetSuite will generally prevent posting.

Restrictions: NetSuite notes that if a period is closed or locked and a user without “Override Period Restrictions” tries to post, they cannot do so. If
override rights exist, users can enter some adjustments in a closed period (Source: netsuiteblogs.curiousrubik.com) (Source: docs.oracle.com). Non-

posting transactions (like Sales Orders) are exempt.

SuiteScript Access to Accounting Periods

SuiteScript allows programmatic querying and loading of accounting period records. Financial automation routines often need to retrieve period data
(e.g. start/end dates) or identify whether a period is open/closed. This section examines SuiteScript APIs for accounting periods, focusing on the
search.create function of the N/search module and the properties involved.
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SuiteScript Record Types and Modules

NetSuite’s SuiteScript 2.x framework provides an N/record module that supports loading many record types. The built-in constant
record.Type.ACCOUNTING_PERIOD refers to the Accounting Period record type (Source: docs.oracle.com). The official SuiteScript Record Browser
confirms that when the Accounting Periods feature is enabled, the accountingperiod record is available to SuiteScript (Source: docs.oracle.com).
The Record Browser (2021.1) shows that accountingperiod supports custom fields, and lists all field IDs (Source: www.netsuite.com).

For example, one can load an individual period by its internal ID using record.load . Oracle’s help includes a code sample (slightly abridged)
showing that approach (Source: docs.oracle.com):

var period = record.load({
type: record.Type.ACCOUNTING_PERIOD,
id: '1'
1)
var startDate = period.getValue({ fieldId: 'startdate' });
var endDate = period.getValue({ fieldId: 'enddate' });

This snippet demonstrates retrieving a period record (ID 1 in this example) and reading its startdate and enddate fields (Source:
docs.oracle.com). Such direct loading is straightforward but requires knowing the internal ID of the period. In practice, scripts often need to locate the
relevant period dynamically. This is where N/search is invaluable.

Searching Accounting Periods with search.create

SuiteScript's search module (N/search) allows scripts to run queries (similar to Saved Searches). To find accounting periods, one uses
search.create with type: search.Type.ACCOUNTING_PERIOD . The filters array can specify criteria on period fields. For example, to find all
currently open periods, one might filter for closed = false and inactive = false.

According to the Records Browser, the accountingperiod record’s fields like closed and alllocked are available for search. The Analytics
Workbook entries confirm which fields can be used in SuiteScript searches (Source: www.netsuite.com). Key fields of interest include:

e closed —use operator is with "T" or "F".

e alllocked - similarly filter locked states.

e startdate/enddate — for date ranges.

e aplocked, arlocked, payrolllocked — for specific lock tasks.

For instance, to retrieve all periods that have been closed, one could write:

var closedPeriodSearch = search.create({

type: search.Type.ACCOUNTING_PERIOD,

filters: [

['closed', 'is', 'T']
1,
columns: [

'periodname', 'startdate', 'enddate', 'closedondate'

1}

Running this search would return all periods where the Closed checkbox is checked (pointing to the Ul notion of all tasks complete) (Source:
www.netsuite.com). Alternatively, to find all open periods, use ['closed', 'is', 'F'] . Developers can also filter by subsidiary’s fiscal calendar (via
the fiscalcalendar join) if needed (though as the official search docs note, restricting by subsidiary often relies on the user’s preference rather than
an explicit filter (Source: docs.oracle.com).
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The SuiteScript 2.x search.create reference advises that the options.type property should be set to the desired record type (Source:
docs.oracle.com). In our case, search.Type.ACCOUNTING_PERIOD is the constant for 'accountingperiod'. The filters argument can be an
array of filter objects or expressions. Apart from direct filter specs, SuiteQL or query module methods (introduced in 2020) now offer alternative
querying, but search.create remains fundamental and widely used.

Example: Fetching Open Periods

As a practical example, suppose a script needs the current open fiscal month for a given subsidiary. One approach:

var currentPeriodSearch = search.create({
type: search.Type.ACCOUNTING_PERIOD,
filters: [

['closed', 'is', 'F'],
['startdate', 'onorbefore', new Date()],
['enddate', 'onorafter', new Date()]
1
columns: ['periodname', 'startdate', 'enddate']
1)
var results = currentPeriodSearch.run().getRange({ start: 0, end: 1 });
if (results && results.length > 0) {
var periodName = results[0].getValue('periodname');

// proceed using periodName or id...

In this example, we filter for open (closed = false ) and where today’'s date falls between start and end of the period. Such dynamic searching
enables the script to identify the active period without hard-coding IDs.

Summary of Search Capabilities

SuiteScript can query any of the accounting period fields shown in [42]. Notably, the Fiscal Calendar service must be considered: by default, searches
are scoped to the current user’s “restricted view” subsidiary (see below). If a script should work across subsidiaries, the script's governance must
allow filtering or the context must be set accordingly. However, within the record data model, the period record itself is linked to a specific fiscal
calendar (and indirectly a subsidiary). The search results may include periods from multiple subsidiaries if not restricted by the script.

It's also possible to use search.Type.ACCOUNTING_CONTEXT or similar to query transaction periods, but these are specialized.

Permissions and Context

Importantly, the ability to query or load accounting periods depends on user role permissions. The role must have Manage Accounting Periods or
related rights. NetSuite documentation outlines which roles/permissions can lock or edit periods (Source: www.netsuiterp.com), and similar
permissions cover scripting.

Script execution context (user vs administrator, deployment as client/server) can affect access. For example, a client script running for an entry could
use N/currentRecord to get its posting period but likely not search all periods. A scheduled script with administrator role can search globally.

SuiteScript 1.0 vs 2.x

Legacy SuiteScript 1.0 (the older API) had the nlapiSearchRecord function for similar purposes. In SuiteScript 1.0, one would use
nlapiSearchRecord('accountingperiod', null, filters, columns) . The general approach is the same, though the newer 2.x module style is
recommended. (The 2.x N/search simply provides a better syntax and object API.)

We will focus on SuiteScript 2.x in this report.
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The Closed Field and Its Semantics

The closed field on the accounting period record represents the final, complete closing of the period. When examined via SuiteScript or a saved
search, closed = T indicates the period is fully closed. By NetSuite convention, once a period is closed, no further posting transactions can be
created or edited in that period (Source: docs.oracle.com) (except by users with override permission).

NetSuite Definition

Oracle’s help explicitly defines "Closed":

“Closing an accounting period means changing its status from Open to Closed. A status of Closed indicates that posting transactions for the period
have been completed. This status prevents posting to the general ledger for any dates included in the period, by anyone” (Source:

docs.oracle.com).

This implies that closed = true ensures the period is locked down from a GL posting perspective. It is effectively a ledger freeze. The help also
notes that closing should be the final step after reconciliation (Source: docs.oracle.com). In practice, NetSuite does not allow editing transaction
posting dates into a closed period, and it alerts the user if they try.

Origins and Flags

Originally (based on older documentation) the label "All Closed" was used, but the meaning has been clarified. In SuiteScript schemas, closed
(Checkbox) is the authoritative flag. In some Uls (depending on version or OneWorld multi-book), labels and field names may differ, but in all cases
closed is the boolean indicator for a closed status (Source: www.netsuite.com).

It is worth noting how closed interacts with other fields: alllocked (All Locked) typically becomes checked when the last step of closing is done,
but closed is the field that stops posting. The SuiteScript Records Browser and analytics confirm you can filter by closed (column exists) (Source:

www.nhetsuite.com).

To answer a typical developer question: How to tell if a period is closed via SuiteScript? The answer is to read the closed field. For example:

var periodRecord = record.load({
type: record.Type.ACCOUNTING_PERIOD,
id: somePeriodId

1)
var isClosed = periodRecord.getValue({ fieldId: 'closed' });

if (isClosed) {
// period is closed, handle accordingly

Alternatively, a search filter ["closed", "is", "T"] will directly return closed periods.

closedondate Field

When closed is set to true (often by completing the final close task), NetSuite automatically populates the Closed On Date ( closedondate ) with
the current date (user can optionally set a password to reopen (Source: www.stockton10.com). SuiteScript can read this date:

var closedDate = periodRecord.getValue({ fieldId: 'closedondate' });

This can be useful for audit reports. For instance, a saved search or script might report which periods have been closed and on what date. The Admin
Tip community article (though requiring login) suggests using saved searches to report locked/closed dates. Closed on Date is analogous to when the
closing entry happened.
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alllocked vs closed

Developers often confuse alllocked and closed. Based on the field listings (Source: www.netsuite.com), All Locked (alllocked ) is separate
from Closed (closed ), though both are shown as “All Closed” in Ul In practice, alllocked may have been a pre-closure flag (the ODBC

locked_all indicates all lock tasks done) whereas closed is final. Archive community knowledge indicates:

“They are likely locked because the accounting period is closed; | am not sure there is way to check if it is locked or not...” (Source:
archive.netsuiteprofessionals.com) (a forum answer noting that if closed, it implies locks, but distinguishing is non-trivial).

However, using the above fields: if alllocked (or equivalently locked_all) is false but closed is true, that suggests some anomaly. In normal
flow, aplocked && arlocked && payrolllocked should all be true, which implies alllocked true, and then closed toggled at final.

To be safe, scripts intending to know "is period fully locked (all tasks done)?" should check either alllocked , or each individual lock flag. But to know
"is it closed and final?", check closed = true.
Allow Non-G/L Changes ( allownonglchanges )

This field (allownonglchanges ) influences behavior after closing. If checked, certain non-GL (non-posting) transactions like expense reports (if they
post to a non-GL account) can still be entered into a closed period by users with the proper permission (Source: www.netsuite.com). In SuiteScript,
allownonglchanges = true means the system allows non-posting entries (users lacking the needed override cannot, however). In terms of search,
this is a filter if one wants to find periods that allow such entries.

Example: Searching for Future Closing Tasks

A developer can combine alllocked with closed to find periods ready to close:

var readyPeriods = search.create({
type: search.Type.ACCOUNTING_PERIOD,

filters: [
['aplocked', 'is', 'T'],
['arlocked', 'is', 'T'],

['payrolllocked', 'is', 'T'],
['closed', 'is', 'F']
1

columns: ['periodname', 'enddate']

1

This would list periods where all lock tasks are done (aplocked, arlocked, payrolllocked all true) but the period isn't yet marked closed. Those
are candidates for immediate closing. A custom script might alert accountants to complete the final close on those.

Period Locking: Mechanisms and Best Practices

Period locking in NetSuite is the process that precedes final closing. It ensures the integrity of the period’s opening balances and prevents new
postings during the close preparation. This section examines how locking is implemented (especially in multi-subsidiary OneWorld setups) and its
relation to SuiteScript.

Lock Tasks and Flags

As noted, there are three main lock tasks (A/P, A/R, Payroll) plus an optional “Lock All” task. From the SuiteScript field perspective, aplocked ,
arlocked, and payrolllocked correspond to those first three tasks. There is also an “All Locked” status, represented by alllocked in the

record, which likely corresponds to the “Lock All” checklist task (ensuring GL accounts are locked).

The official Accounting Period Close documentation outlines:
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“To close a period, you must first lock out transactions that post to A/P, A/R, and Payroll if applicable, and then review accounts and perform any
necessary adjustments...” (Source: docs.oracle.com).

This confirms that aplocked and friends are prerequisites.

Select Icon Representations: In the Ul, when accountants go to Manage Accounting Periods, they see lock icons which they click to perform these
actions. The Lock A/P icon, when clicked, locks A/P and sets aplocked=true. The Lock All icon sets alllocked=true . The instructions also
mention a password on close: after clicking final Close, NetSuite can require a password and records the closure date (Source:
www.stockton10.com).

Per-Subsidiary Locking (OneWorld)

NetSuite OneWorld's per-subsidiary period locking feature added complexity. In OneWorld (multi-subsidiary accounts), closing the same labeled
period might happen at different times per subsidiary. The NetSuiteRP blog (2018) provides key insights:

« Automatic Enabling: The feature is automatically enabled in all OneWorld accounts (Source: www.netsuiterp.com).

« Permissions: Only roles with “Manage Accounting Periods = Full” can lock per subsidiary, and the user sees only subsidiaries they have access
to (Source: www.netsuiterp.com).

« Subsidiary Scope: Locking is per subsidiary, meaning locking the parent does not lock children, and vice versa (Source: www.netsuiterp.com).

« Ul Icons: A padiock icon to the left of a subsidiary in the period close list indicates that subsidiary is locked. A clock icon indicates the close
process has started (some but not all subs locked) (Source: www.netsuiterp.com).

Thus, SuiteScript workflows should consider subsidiary context. The accountingperiod record itself is tied to a fiscal calendar, which is usually
specific to one subsidiary (the record fields fiscalcalendar and parent define a hierarchy). In searches, one can join to the Subsidiary fields
through the related fiscal calendar, though the standard SuiteScript search on accountingperiod does not directly expose subsidiary as a column.
Instead, the account’s current subsidiary view may limit which periods are returned.

For scripts that need to deal with multiple subsidiaries, one approach is to first run a script in the context of each subsidiary (by switching roles or
preferences), or use the Record Type accountingcontext or N/query multi-book features if relevant.

Implications of Locked vs Closed

Financially, locking a period is meant to prevent normal data entry while accountants review or adjust. However, unlike closing, locking (as controlled
by the fields above) does not yet forbid all transactions. For example, locked A/P means no new bills can be entered, but routine reporting might
proceed. In an audit context, locks assure an auditor that the ledger is “frozen” pending final reconciliation. NetSuite’s documentation explicitly
distinguishes locking from closing (Source: docs.oracle.com) (Source: docs.oracle.com): locking is a step before closing.

Lock vs Closed in Transactions: In practical terms, if a period is locked (A/P, A/R, or payroll), NetSuite may still allow certain entries (like journal
adjustments) into that period, but posting new payables or receivables is disabled. Once closed ( closed=true ), virtually all posting entries are began
to error out (unless override permission). A guide summarizes: “Once the period is locked no transaction can be created or edited in the locked period”
(Source: netsuiteblogs.curiousrubik.com). Though this blog is slightly imprecise (some non-postings can still occur), it reflects the strictness of locking.

The authoritative note from Unlocking Period Transactions is relevant: Users without Override permission must unlock periods before editing posting
transactions, but one cannot unlock a closed period without reopening it (Source: docs.oracle.com). This highlights that closed is more irreversible
than locked. Indeed, to undo a close, security requires a password.

SuiteScript Interaction with Lock Flags

Scripts can set or check these lock fields via record.submitFields or saved search. For example, a script with appropriate permissions could
close/open a period:
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// Close period with internal ID 5:
record.submitFields({
type: record.Type.ACCOUNTING_PERIOD,
id: 5,
values: { 'closed': true, 'closedondate': new Date() }

1)

However, in practice, closing a period involves confirmation steps (period close checklist) and is usually done by a human or controlled process —
scripts generally read rather than set these fields. Setting closed programmatically is not recommended without understanding NetSuite’s
expectations (e.g. summarizing adjustments). Most SuiteScript activity will simply read these flags.

One interesting read-only example: a scheduled script could generate an email if certain subsidiaries have not completed locking on time: it would
query accounting periods for each subsidiary’s current period:

var pending = [];
var periodSearch = search.create({
type: search.Type.ACCOUNTING_PERIOD,
filters: [
['closed', 'is', 'F'],
['enddate', 'before', 'daysago.start(-0)'], // e.g. last day of month before today
['aplocked', 'is', 'T'], ['arlocked',6 'is', 'T'], ['payrolllocked',6 'is', 'T']
1
columns: ['fiscalcalendar.fiscalname', 'periodname']
1)
var rs = periodSearch.run().getRange({ start: 0, end: 100 });
rs.forEach(function(r) {
pending.push(r.getValue({ name: 'fiscalcalendar.fiscalname' }) + ' ' + r.getValue({ name: 'periodname' });
1}
if (pending.length) {

email.send({ /* send email listing pending */ });

This hypothetical script identifies periods where all locks are complete for last month (aplocked, arlocked, payrolllocked ) but still not closed
(closed=false). It uses fields discovered in [33] and [42].

Best Practices in Scripting Period Logic

Experts recommend always explicitly checking the closed or alllocked fields rather than inferring from transaction state. For example, a
transaction script validating posting periods should confirm closed is false, instead of assuming a date check is enough. Similarly, automation

around revenue recognition or intercompany should honor subsidiary locking flags (if applicable).

Atable summarizing period status might be:
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FLAG | STATUS DESCRIPTION POSTING ALLOWED?

Open Period is open (no locks applied) Yes, normal transactions

Locked (A/IP) A/P locked (AP entries blocked) No new AP bills; others yes
Locked (A/IR) A/R locked No new invoices; others yes

All Locked All lock tasks done (flag alllocked) Partial: only JEs/adjust.

Closed ( closed=true) Fully closed No new postings (except overrides)
Inactive Marked inactive (not used) None (period excluded)

(Posting allowed = whether system permits new transactions without errors; depends on user role and override permissions.)

Data Analysis and Industry Perspective

While SuiteScript and NetSuite governance form the technical core, the business context is equally important. Accounting periods serve not only
system logic but also corporate control workflows. Modern enterprises are highly concerned with auditability, compliance, and speed of reporting.
According to a NetSuite automation guide, manual post-close adjustments and Excel reconciliations indicate poor controls and bog down the close
process (Source: www.stockton10.com). Studies suggest nearly 50% of finance professionals spend over a week closing the books each month, often

due to lapse in automation (Source: www.stockion10.com) (Source: www.ekwaniconsulting.com).

For large organizations spanning multiple geographies, period locking per subsidiary (OneWorld) is critical. OneWorld customers encounter
challenges when different regions have different fiscal year starts. NetSuite addresses this by allowing per-fiscal-calendar setup (Source:
docs.oracle.com). According to Everett, global ERP market growth is driving adoption of systems like NetSuite; one researcher notes the global ERP
market is projected to reach $123B by 2030, where cloud ERP like NetSuite will play a major role (Source: www.ekwaniconsulting.com).

Internally, companies gauge the efficiency of closing. Stockton’s case highlights measurable benefits: a telecommunications client built dashboards to
track “days to close” and saw close time drop 40% in one year after enforcing a disciplined locking process (Source: www.stockton10.com). The CFO
of that client used these metrics to spearhead continuous process improvement. This underscores the potential ROl of using NetSuite’s period
features properly.

Industry reports on cloud ERP reveal that 44% of businesses cite “faster close” as a top reason for ERP rollout (Source: www.ekwaniconsulting.com).

With Oracle NetSuite growing rapidly (revenue up 22% in 2023 (Source: www.ekwaniconsulting.com), more companies will leverage features like

accounting periods for efficiency. The statistics from Ekwani Consulting provide context: NetSuite accounts for 4-9% market share among cloud ERP
(Source: www.ekwaniconsulting.com), indicating widespread usage where period management knowledge is broadly applicable.

Case Studies and Real-World Examples

Telecom Company Quick Close (Stockton10 Example)

As mentioned, a U.S. telecom company used NetSuite to transform its month-close process. By automating journal entries and rigidly enforcing period
locks, the company built KPIs around the close timeline. Their finance team met weekly to identify bottlenecks. The result: close time fell by 40% in
one year (Source: www.stockton10.com). This improvement was largely attributed to leveraging NetSuite’s capabilities (workflows, saved searches,
SuiteScript) to ensure periods were locked promptly (day 5 of close) and post-close adjustments required justification. The period locking discipline—
locking by Day 5 and requiring reason codes for override—was a notable policy that prevented “post-close chaos” (Source: www.stockion10.com)

(Source: www.stockton10.com).

This case underscores how critical the period close checklist is. By using NetSuite’s “Lock accounting period” step (on day 5), which effectively sets
the closed flag, and tracking completion via reports, the company curtailed after-the-fact entries. The blog explicitly lists “Lock accounting period” as
a task to prevent accidental postings (Source: www.stockton10.com).
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Practical NetSuite Example

Consider a mid-size manufacturer using NetSuite OneWorld with subsidiaries in the USA and EU. Each has a different fiscal year (Jan-Dec vs Apr—
Mar). The finance team implements a SuiteScript-based monthly close reminder system:

« On the 28th of each month, a scheduled script searches for the current open period in each subsidiary (by switching to each subsidiary’s
calendar) and emails the AP and AR managers if those locks are not complete.

« On the 2nd of the next month, another script checks if any periods eligible for close have closed=false . If found, CFO receives an automated
“period not closed” alert.

This is essentially a realized scenario using search filters and the closed field. For example, the script might run two searches: one filtering
['subsidiary', 'anyof', sub, 'arlocked', 'is', 'F'] and another for aplocked . If incomplete and date is past expected, an alert is sent.

Furthermore, an internal report (SuiteAnalytics) might extract periodname, closed, closedondate, grouped by fiscal year to show close cycle
KPIs. The CFO then compares metrics like average close duration quarter over quarter.

While not documented in a public source, this exemplifies how SuiteScript and the closed/locked fields underpin real workflows.

Implications and Future Directions

Compliance and Audit

Robust period management is essential for Sarbanes-Oxley (SOX) and general audit compliance. Being able to demonstrate that financial data is
frozen after review is a control objective. NetSuite’s ability to lock and close periods, and to record user actions and closure dates, aids compliance.
As curiousRubik blog notes, no entries can be added to a locked period without explicit override permission (Source: netsuiteblogs.curiousrubik.com).

That permission can be audited through system notes.

In the future, tighter integration with audit tools and Al may emerge. For example, NetSuite might incorporate Al checks to detect if periods are closed
on schedule, flagging delays or anomalies for staff. Already, Oracle NetSuite 2024 introduced Al for financial exception management (Source:
www.ekwaniconsulting.com); similar tech could analyze posted transactions to ensure none are posted to closed periods and automatically reassure

controls.

Automation and Analytics

SuiteScript continues to evolve: the introduction of the N/query module (2020.1) provides new ways to handle period arithmetic (e.g.
query.createPeriod) [31] , which could simplify some use cases. For example, instead of searching for start/end dates, one could generate a
period by code. However, search methods suffice for most period logic.

Analytics: NetSuite’s Analytics Warehouse already includes metrics by accounting period; companies can embed period close dashboards. According
to Ekwani Consulting, NetSuite added 57 pre-built analytics metrics in 2024 (Source: www.ekwaniconsulting.com), which presumably includes

period performance indicators.

Globalization and Multi-Book Trend

Multi-Book Accounting (full GAAP, IFRS support) is growing. NetSuite now allows closing periods differently per accounting book (Source:
docs.oracle.com). In multi-book contexts, “closed” might mean closed for one book but not another. This report does not detail multi-book, but
developers should be aware that in such cases, the N/query and perbookperiodclosing record may be involved (Source: www.netsuite.com).
Guidance suggests contacting Oracle support for multi-book period edits (Source: docs.oracle.com).

Future direction involves linking period control with tax engines and local regulations. The netsuiterp.com blog notes that subsidiary period locking
does not apply to tax periods (Source: www.netsuiterp.com) — a significant limitation. As tax authorities demand timely reports, one might expect
NetSuite to integrate tax-period locking or at least notify if GL is closed but tax remains open.
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Recommendations

« Use Saved Searches and SuiteScript: Administrators should build saved searches on accountingperiod to monitor open/closed status (as
suggested in NetSuite’s admin tips). SuiteScript can complement this with alerts.

« Automate the Checklist: Where possible, script or SuiteFlow workflows should ensure prerequisites (e.g. GL audit numbering, consolidation
tasks) are done before closing. Refer to NetSuite’s period close checklist documentation (Source: docs.oracle.com).

« Train on Field Meanings: Many users confuse locked vs closed. Clear documentation should be circulated (for example, quoting Oracle’s docs
that locking is pre-close and closing is final (Source: docs.oracle.com) (Source: docs.oracle.com).

« Leverage Tableau of Fields: Developers should keep the key field list handy (see table above) when coding. The SuiteScript Records Browser
and Analytics schema (like [42]) are authoritative references.

« Monitor and Improve: Use metrics (e.g. days to close, number of entries into locked period) to guide continuous improvement, as shown in the
telecom case (Source: www.stockton10.com).

Conclusion

NetSuite’s accounting periods feature, exposed through SuiteScript's searching and record APIs, provides powerful controls but also complexity. The
search.create function allows developers to programmatically retrieve periods and filter on the closed flag and related fields. Understanding these
flags — especially the difference between a locked and closed period — is essential. Official NetSuite documentation and community sources provide
guidance: for example, Oracle explicitly states that a closed period “prevents posting to the general ledger for any dates included in the period”
(Source: docs.oracle.com), reinforcing that the closed field is the gatekeeper.

This report has analyzed how these concepts are implemented at the code level, with sample SuiteScript search patterns and record-load examples
(e.g. using record.Type.ACCOUNTING_PERIOD (Source: docs.oracle.com). It also places NetSuite’s period management in the broader context of
financial operations; data shows that effective use of these features can dramatically shorten close cycles (Source: www.stockton10.com), and the

Flagship Cloud ERP’s wide adoption (Source: www.ekwaniconsulting.com) means such best practices have wide impact.

As NetSuite evolves (with global expansion, Al, multi-book complexity), the core principle remains: control the ledger by managing accounting periods.
By leveraging SuiteScript to probe and enforce the closed field and lock flags, organizations can maintain robust financial processes. Future
developments in the SuiteCloud platform will likely offer even more automation around period management, but the fundamentals — as documented by

Oracle and illuminated by experts — will endure as the basis for any close process.

References: Authoritative sources were used throughout, including Oracle’s NetSuite Help (Accounting Period Management (Source:
docs.oracle.com) (Source: docs.oracle.com), SuiteScript Records Browser (Source: www.netsuite.com), industry blogs (Source: www.stockton10.com)

(Source: netsuiteblogs.curiousrubik.com), and consultant analyses (Source: www.ekwaniconsulting.com) (Source: www.stockton10.com). These

citations are provided inline for verification and further study.

Tags: netsuite accounting periods, suitescript, search.create, period locking, netsuite closed field, erp finance, suitescript 2.x, netsuite oneworld

DISCLAIMER

This document is provided for informational purposes only. No representations or warranties are made regarding the accuracy, completeness, or reliability of its contents. Any use of this information is
at your own risk. Houseblend shall not be liable for any damages arising from the use of this document. This content may include material generated with assistance from artificial intelligence tools,
which may contain errors or inaccuracies. Readers should verify critical information independently. All product names, trademarks, and registered trademarks mentioned are property of their respective
owners and are used for identification purposes only. Use of these names does not imply endorsement. This document does not constitute professional or legal advice. For specific guidance related to

your needs, please consult qualified professionals.

Page 13 of 13


https://docs.oracle.com/en/cloud/saas/netsuite/ns-online-help/section_N1452509.html#:~:text=A%20Period%20Close%20Checklist%20for,and%20then%20close%20the%20period
https://docs.oracle.com/en/cloud/saas/netsuite/ns-online-help/chapter_N1445226.html#:~:text=Periods%20can%20be%20locked%20to,information%2C%20see%20Accounting%20Period%20Close
https://docs.oracle.com/en/cloud/saas/netsuite/ns-online-help/section_N1452509.html#:~:text=Closing%20an%20accounting%20period%20means,to%20ensure%20correctness%20and%20balance
https://www.stockton10.com/blog/netsuite-period-close-automation-setup-best-practices-2026-guide#:~:text=One%20telecom%20client%20built%20a,volumes%2C%20and%20subledger%20reconciliation%20discrepancies
https://docs.oracle.com/en/cloud/saas/netsuite/ns-online-help/section_N1452509.html#:~:text=Closing%20an%20accounting%20period%20means,to%20ensure%20correctness%20and%20balance
https://docs.oracle.com/en/cloud/saas/netsuite/ns-online-help/section_4558350612.html#:~:text=%60var%20period%20%3D%20record.load%28,fieldId%3A%20%27enddate%27
https://www.stockton10.com/blog/netsuite-period-close-automation-setup-best-practices-2026-guide#:~:text=One%20telecom%20client%20built%20a,volumes%2C%20and%20subledger%20reconciliation%20discrepancies
https://www.ekwaniconsulting.com/blog/revolutionizing-erp-top-15-oracle-netsuite-stats-for-2025-and-beyond#:~:text=With%20over%2040%2C000%20customers%20worldwide%2C,standard%20in%20streamlining%20business%20operations
https://docs.oracle.com/en/cloud/saas/netsuite/ns-online-help/chapter_N1445226.html#:~:text=Periods%20can%20be%20locked%20to,information%2C%20see%20Accounting%20Period%20Close
https://docs.oracle.com/en/cloud/saas/netsuite/ns-online-help/section_N1452509.html#:~:text=Closing%20an%20accounting%20period%20means,to%20ensure%20correctness%20and%20balance
https://www.netsuite.com/help/helpcenter/en_US/srbrowser/Browser2021_1/analytics/record/accountingperiod.html#:~:text=A%2FP%20Locked%20%20,Yes
https://www.stockton10.com/blog/netsuite-period-close-automation-setup-best-practices-2026-guide#:~:text=Post,lock%2C%20and%20report
https://netsuiteblogs.curiousrubik.com/blog/accounting/locking-accounting-periods#:~:text=Lock%20functionality%20is%20performed%20by,edited%20in%20the%20locked%20period
https://www.ekwaniconsulting.com/blog/revolutionizing-erp-top-15-oracle-netsuite-stats-for-2025-and-beyond#:~:text=With%20over%2040%2C000%20customers%20worldwide%2C,standard%20in%20streamlining%20business%20operations
https://www.stockton10.com/blog/netsuite-period-close-automation-setup-best-practices-2026-guide#:~:text=One%20telecom%20client%20built%20a,volumes%2C%20and%20subledger%20reconciliation%20discrepancies
https://houseblend.io/?utm_source=pdf
https://houseblend.io/articles/netsuite-accounting-periods-suitescript-search-locking

